T be Qmicali Hiflory of 

The prefcnt money to difeharge the lew. 

He would not take it: neuer did 1 know 
A creature that did beare the fhape of man. 

So kecne and greedy to confound a man. 

He plies thfc D uke at morning and at night. 

And doth impeach the freedome of the ftate 
If they deny him iuftice.Twenty Merchants, 

The Duke himfclfe, and the Magnificoes 
Of greateft port haue all perfwaded with him. 

But none can driue him from the enuious plea 
Of forfeyture,of iuftice,and his bond. 

Ietfica . When I was with him, I haue heard him fweare 
To Tuball and to Chus, his Country-men, 

That he would rather haue Anthonios flefh. 

Then twenty times the value of the fumme 
That he did owe him : and I know my Lord, 

If law, authority, and power deny not. 

It will go hard with poore Anthonio . 

tor. Is it your deare friend that is thus in trouble ? 

"Baff. The deereft friend to me, the kindeft man. 

The beft condition’d and vnwearied fpirit 
In doing courtcfies : and one in whom 
The ancient Romane honour more appeares. 

Then any that drawes breath in Italy, 

For .What fumme owes he the lew ? 

Bajf. For me three thoufand Ducats. 

For. What no more, pay him fix thoufand 5c deface the bond, 
Double fixe thoufand, and then treble that. 

Before a friend of this defeription 
Shall lofe a haire through Bajfamos fault. 

Firft go with me to Church,and call me wife. 

And then away to Venice to your friend ; 

For neuer fhall you lye by Tortiat fide 
With an vnquiet foule. Y ou fhall haue gold 
To pay the petty debt twenty times ouer. 

When it is paid,bring your true friend along ; 


the Merchant of Venice^. 

Mv maide Nerrijfa, and my felfe meanetime 
Will Hue as maides and widdowes ; come away, 

For you (hall hen cevpon your wedding day. 

Bid vour friends welcome, fhew a merry cheere, 

Sinceyou are deere bought, I will loueyou deere. 

But let meheare the letter ofyour friend. 

Sweet Bafanio, CMy flips haue allmifcarried.my Creditors grove 
cruell my eftate is very low : my bond to the lew is firfet, andjince in 
rnfm it, d ts impojjtble Ifbould liue> all debts are cleered betweene 
you and I if I might but feeyou at my death. Notwitkftanding, vfe 
yourpleafure ; if your loue doe notperjwadeyou to come, let not my 
Jjcttcr. 

0 Loue’. difpatch all bufinefte,and be gone. 

Bajf. Sincel haue your good leaue to goaway, 

1 will make haft. But till I come againe. 

No bed (hall ere be guilty of my ftay, 

No reft be interpofer twixt vs twaine. 

Exeunt. 

Enter the lew , and Salarino y and Anthonio , 

and the lay lor. 

lew. Iaylor, looke to him, tell not me of mercy. 

This isthe foolethat lentout money gratis. 

Iaylor,looketohim. 

An. Heare me yet. good Shylocke. 

lew. lie haue my bond, fpeake notagainftmy bond : 

Ihaue fworneanoath, thatlwill haue my bona. 

Thou cald’ft me dogge before thou hadfta caufe, 

But Knee I am a dogge, beware my fangs. 

TheDuke fhall grant m$iuftice .-Ido wonder 
Thou naughty Iaylor that thou art fo fond 
To come abroad with him at his requeft. 

An. I prethee heare me fpeake. 

lew. lie haue my bond : I will nothearethee fpeake; 

He haue my bond, and therefore fpeake no more. 

G He 


